IV

IN the preceding chapter we have seen that
legislatures may often promote the wel-
fare of society by active measures, either in the
way of restricting acts that in themselves would
be injurious to society, or in the way of pro-
moting directly or indirectly acts that will tend
to make men better citizens or to further the
good of society. It is perhaps no less impor-
tant to consider the limitations of legislative
activity, for in very many instances, however
inclined we are toward sensible action and
wise judgment, through our lack of informa-
tion we may at times attempt to seek the im-
possible, thus wasting energy. Or, again, if
our energies are misdirected, the result may
be the accomplishment of harm rather than of
good. There can be little doubt that many of
the reform movements that are strongly advo-

[107]